
Two years of war : Statement
of  Fourth  International  on
Ukraine
This statement was adopted by the International Committee of
the Fourth International on 25 February 2024.

a) In the context of the anniversary of 24 February 2022
invasion of Ukraine, we express our global internationalist
and  systematic  support  for  Ukraine’s  right  to  self-
determination and right to resist occupation and oppression,
as we express it for all peoples whoever be the colonial
oppressor.

b) We affirm our political independence from the neoliberal
Zelensky government. That is why we aim to develop direct
internationalist links from below with the left, feminist,
LGBTQ+, social and environmental struggles and currents within
the popular resistance to build a free, democratic therefore
pluralist, independent nation.

c) Therefore we continue to give our support to the demands
expressed  by  left  political  and  trade-unionist  Ukrainian
currents:

·       An immediate end to shelling, the withdrawal of
Russian troops from Ukraine;

·       to increase the resources consolidating the public
services and social protection so much needed in the context
of war and for the future independent Ukraine, and resist the
ongoing attempts by the neoliberal government of Ukraine to
use the war as an excuse for dismantling public services and
destroying social protection

·       The need to abolish all forms of “aid” conditional on
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privatizations;

·       The support for material and financial aid which does
not increase the Ukrainian foreign debt, in line with our
support for the demand of cancellation of the existing debt;

·       A general orientation to use funds devoted to help
Ukraine resistance and reconstruction in order to contribute
to building a social and democratic European project, which
means the reduction of inequalities and therefore opposition
to the logics of fiscal and social dumping and “competition”;

·       The increase of Ukrainian wages – individual and
social  income  –  as  an  outlet  for  Ukraine  industrial  and
agricultural production is to be radically opposed to the
ongoing dominant policy (which is trying to increase Ukrainian
“competitivity” in exports by reducing taxes and wages)

d) Our support to Ukrainian armed and non-armed resistance
against the Russian invasion also means our solidarity with
all citizens of the Russian Federation who refuse that war and
are repressed because of their democratic stance.

e) We oppose the logic of ‘Great Russian power’ and domination
over  neighbouring  countries.  The  victory  of  the  free  and
democratic Ukrainian people is organically favourable to the
emergence  of  a  pluralist,  peaceful  and  democratic  Russian
Federation and union of the peoples of Europe.

The  Russian  aggression  and  threats  against  its  neighbours
creates more support for NATO in those countries. The defeat
of Russian aggression would therefore facilitate the struggle
against NATO. We oppose the use of the Russian invasion of
Ukraine as an excuse to increase military budgets. We have
always been, and continue to be against any logic of counter-
posed military blocs or zones of influence. We struggle for
the dissolving of military blocs that are in the service of
imperialism such as NATO and the Russian-led CSTO alliance. In
our  struggle  against  imperialism  and  for  the  self-



determination  of  all  peoples  we  fight  for  the  defeat  of
Putin’s project.

We reaffirm such a programme for the second anniversary of the
Russian  invasion  of  Ukraine  helping  to  combine  our  full
support to Ukrainian resistance to the war and to neoliberal
policies  with  promoting  new  European  and  international
progressive projects integrating eco-socialist anticapitalist
dimensions.

Republished  from:
https://fourth.international/en/510/europe/588
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In  solidarity  with  people’s
struggles  against  unbridled
imperialism,  for  the
liberation of the peoples and
saving the environment
Statement  by  the  International  Committee  of  the  Fourth
International adopted on 25 October 2023

1. The contradictions of global capitalism continue to bring
forth brutal wars and occupation. Threatened by economic and
political crisis, capitalist governments, bearers of racist,
patriarchal and imperial ideologies, construct external and
internal enemies, provoking wars and continuing oppression.
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Such conflicts are part of the global logic of neo-liberal
capitalism,  the  logic  of  intense  economic  and  political
competition, of widening inequalities and of the chaos it
brings at every level. The wars we are facing are linked to
the global crisis of capitalism and the resulting headlong
rush into conflict between rival imperialist powers.

2.  Since  24  February  2022,  with  the  full-scale  Russian
invasion  of  Ukraine,  aiming  at  the  total  subjugation  of
Ukraine,  Russian  imperialism  led  by  Putin  has  passed  a
qualitative milestone in its war against the peoples, against
all those who oppose its authoritarian and “Great-Russian”
colonial  project.  Through  their  resistance,  the  Ukrainian
people succeeded in containing the invasion, but Putin’s war
means a prolonged war, bringing death, the destruction of
towns and infrastructures, the displacement of populations,
ecocide and crimes of all kinds by the invading army.

3. The Israeli state has transformed Gaza into a new and
massive ghetto. Since 8 October 2023, using the attacks by
Hamas as a pretext, the Israeli state has been raining down
fire  on  the  Gaza  Strip  while  totally  cutting  off  the
Palestinians  living  there  from  outside  resources,  and
increasing  violence  in  the  West  Bank  as  well.  Israeli
colonialism, today led by Netanyahu and his extreme right-wing
coalition, has reached a new qualitative stage in its project
aimed at annihilating and expelling the Palestinian people
from their territory. This project is at the heart of Israeli
colonialism,  it  is  a  project  of  extreme  violence  that  is
actively supported by the governments of the United States and
the European Union.

4. The new assault by the Israeli state on the Palestinian
people has called forth protest in large parts of the world. 
Western powers and large parts of mainstream media call the
new Israeli assault a “war against terrorism” and a response
to the attack by Hamas and its allies on 7 October. During
this attack, which broke through the physical wall of colonial



repression and surprised the army of occupation, Hamas also
committed  unacceptable  murders  of  civilians.  We  resolutely
reject  such  crimes  as  acts  that  are  contrary  to  our
emancipatory  project.  But  unlike  those  who  use  “double
standards”,  we,  like  the  Israeli  left,  can  see  how  such
violence comes from a context of extreme oppression.

5. The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the Israeli occupation
of Palestine are different in many respects, but in both cases
the Fourth International is guided by the principle of support
for the right to self-determination of peoples. We reject any
form  of  campism  that  favours  one  imperialist  power  over
another  or  that  would  reduce  revolutionary  politics  to
geopolitical  calculations.  Instead,  we  base  ourselves  on
solidarity with the peoples and their struggles, even if today
the people are led by bourgeois and/or reactionary forces. The
ruling classes refuse to recognize the right of peoples to
self-determination and attempt to repress any resistance. But
this repression is facing determined resistance. We support
the struggle of the Ukrainian people and that of the Russian
and Belarusian opposition to defeat Putin’s criminal regime
and obtain the withdrawal of Russian troops as the only way to
achieve a just and lasting peace. Equally, we support the
resistance of the Palestinian people and recognize that only
the  end  of  Israeli  colonialism  can  bring  an  end  to  the
violence.

6. Situations of war are developing in different parts of the
world where oppressive powers deny the rights of peoples and
national  minorities.  For  example,  the  recent  military
offensive by the Azerbaijani regime resulted in the expulsion
of more than 100,000 Armenians from Nagorno-Karabakh. This
offensive  was  carried  out  in  collaboration  with  Erdogan’s
Turkish regime, which continues to wage a war of its own
against  the  Kurds  in  Turkey  and  Syria  while  constantly
muzzling  any  progressive  opposition  in  Turkey.  Elsewhere,
Kashmir continues to be the victim of colonial oppression by



India and Pakistan. Saudi Arabia has waged an atrocious war in
Yemen over the last few years, with the support of Western
arms, French arms in particular.

7. In cynical fashion, the regimes of Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey,  Iran  and  others  pretend  to  be  friends  of  the
Palestinian people. They attempt to instrumentalize the global
sympathy for the Palestinian cause to legitimize their own
repressive  regimes  while  refusing  to  give  real  meaningful
support to the self-determination of the Palestinian people.
Equally hypocritical are the Western governments that mouth
noble  rhetoric  about  democracy  and  self-determination  in
regard  to  Ukraine  but  simultaneously  persist  in  their
cooperation with and support for Israeli colonialism, ignoring
all  its  violations  of  international  law.  Meanwhile,  the
Chinese government claims leadership over “the global south”
while  supporting  oppressive  regimes  such  as  the  murderous
dictatorship in Myanmar.

8. US imperialism, still the leading imperialism in the world,
has  seized  on  the  Russian  war  against  Ukraine  as  an
opportunity to strengthen itself. Part of this is its attempt
instrumentalize Ukraine in its inter-imperialist rivalry with
Russia. NATO has used the opportunity to enlarge itself and
NATO member-states are using the Russian invasion as a pretext
for massive increases of their military budgets. We demand the
immediate dissolution of NATO and CSTO. Such military blocs of
imperialist states are the enemies of social and national
emancipation.

9. The French state has waged its own so-called  “war against
terrorism” in the African Sahel, a war which has not solved
any problems. This French war has provoked an anti-imperialist
response among the peoples of Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger, a
response which has been used by military adventurers to seize
power  through  coups  d’état  that  offer  no  prospect  of  a
progressive alternative. In Sudan, the military putschists are
waging a war against their own peoples who are challenging



their power.

10. This world of militarism and wars, of the use of weapons
banned  by  international  conventions,  of  the  denial  of
fundamental rights, particularly those of women, and massacres
of civilians; this world of refugees pushed around the global
and dominant classes refusing to tackle the climate crisis,
this world seems to be losing all sense. Sadly, this is not
new: previous decades have seen wars in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Chechnya, Syria and elsewhere. But the situation seems even
more difficult today: a catastrophic logic of a “clash of
civilizations”  is  being  implemented  by  both  so-called
“Western” governments as well as those of Putin and Xi Jiping.
This logic provides a stepping stone for the racist and sexist
far-right, which is on the rise everywhere. At a time when the
climate emergency has us by the throat, precious resources are
squandered in wars of aggression and occupation.

11. And yet we are witnessing a massive worldwide aspiration
for dignity and the defence of basic rights, for democratic,
social  and  environmental  justice,  and  for  protecting  the
environment.  People’s  movements  against  imperialist  and
colonial domination, feminist movements, movements for LGBTIQ
and minority rights, environmental movements, movements for
social rights. In the face of current wars, we urgently need
to take the offensive again through mass movements. Peace can
only be just and lasting if it puts an end to oppression,
occupation and militarism. This means rejecting any logic of
sharing zones of influence between military blocs, neither
NATO nor CSTO! Peace can only be just and lasting if it is
anti-imperialist; if it is democratic, respects the rights of
all  and  allocates  the  means  necessary  for  ecological
solutions. What is urgently needed is the mobilization of all
energies, intelligence and means on a global scale. We need an
ecosocialist transition to satisfy the fundamental needs of
people everywhere!

12. In the face of the barbarity of war, we need to mobilize



in concrete solidarity from below, with peoples fighting for
their  rights,  in  complete  independence  from  governments,
global or regional powers and reactionary political forces. We
insist on the universality of principles such as the right of
self-determination  and  the  right  to  resist,  whether  in
Ukraine,  in  Palestine  or  elsewhere.  We  support  resistance
against oligarchs and capitalists wherever they operate and
have no illusions in reactionary and right-wing leaderships.
We support the fight against the ultra-liberal agenda of the
Zelensky  government,  and  against  its  alignment  with  US
imperialism. We condemn the reactionary world-view of Hamas
and reject its criminal tactics. We do not forget how the
repression  of  progressive  forces  favoured  religious
fundamentalist  forces  such  as  Hamas.

13. Today we must do everything we can to mobilize a massive
worldwide movement in solidarity with the Palestinian people,
together with their allies in Israel. The Palestinian people
are isolated and occupied. They stand alone, with almost no
material support from outside. This makes our solidarity all
the more necessary. We must prevent the expulsion of people,
the  “ethnic  cleansing”  of  the  Palestinian  people  by  the
Israeli state and a second “Nakba”, we demand an immediate end
to  the  bombing  and  blockade  in  Gaza,  a  ceasefire,  and
humanitarian aid. We demand the release of prisoners on all
sides. We stand in solidarity with Palestinian civil society
and support its call to strengthen the Boycott Disinvestment
Sanctions (BDS) movement.

14. Our goal is a political solution that puts an end to
colonization  and  guarantees  the  right  of  return  of  those
expelled and equal rights of people of all origins on the
land. Mobilizations in solidarity with Palestine are facing
major  obstacles  such  as  rhetoric  aimed  at  isolating  the
mobilizations  and  the  forces  building  them,  and  in  other
countries the physical repression of demonstrations and other
expressions  of  solidarity.  Despite  such  repression,  the



Palestine  solidarity  movement  continues  and,  by  overcoming
such obstacles, the movements also fight for democracy in
their own countries.

15.  We  know  that  Hamas  or  other  religious  fundamentalist
forces will not be allies in the search for a progressive
Palestinian solution. The idea that the Palestinian people can
achieve their national emancipation through a military defeat
of  the  Israeli  state,  a  state  with  overwhelming  military
superiority, is an illusion. In a Middle Eastern context of a
mosaic  of  peoples  and  minorities,  peace  is  possible  only
through the democratic emancipation of all.

The solution to the current worldwide crises can only come
through mass international mobilization of the working people
against imperialist occupation, for the right of peoples to
self-determination,  against  the  restriction  of  democratic
freedoms, and for concrete solidarity, including humanitarian
solidarity.

It is the role of the organizations of the workers’ movement
and and popular movements to mobilize a broad section of the
working  class  and  the  oppressed  to  contribute  to  these
internationalist  mobilizations,  build  concrete  links  with
organizations of the oppressed and change the global balance
of power.

End  the  Israeli  attacks  against  the  Palestinian  people,
ceasefire now!

Russian troops out of Ukraine!

Dissolve NATO and CSTO!

Against all forms of imperialism, international solidarity!

 

Originally  published  at
https://fourth.international/en/510/asia/548
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Report  from  the  Fourth
International’s Revolutionary
Youth Camp
This  summer  the  Fourth  International  held  its  annual
Revolutionary Youth Camp in France.  As part of the Fourth
International, ecosocialist.scot participates in building this
camp but also welcomes other individuals and comrades from
fellow revolutionary organisations.  This year we invited RS21
– Revolutionary Socialism in the 21st Century – in Scotland to
participate  and  were  delighted  they  were  able  to  send  a
representative.  Below is their report from the RS21 website.

This  summer,  younger  comrades  met  to
foster  international  solidarity  across
the  socialist  movement.  Becky
Brown reports. 
This year the 4th International youth camp was held in Vieure,
central France, from 23-29 July. 200 youth from across Europe
came together to better understand how their own political
landscapes  are  situated  within  the  context  of  globalised
capitalism  and,  likewise,  in  the  context  of  international
solidarity.  The  camp  itself  was  self-organised  around  an
understanding  of  anti-capitalist,  anti-racist,  feminist  and
LGBTI+ liberatory values, and everyone participated in the
maintenance of the camp by sharing security, bar, cleaning,
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translation and ‘awareness’ team (for dealing with conflicts
and concerns) shifts, allowing us to have a taste actually
living-out our values and ideas.

The first FI youth camp was held in 1984, making this the
38th camp (accounting for a two-year gap over Covid). It holds
the idea that young people should be given the space to test
and  develop  their  ideas  together,  emphasising  that  youth
education  in  politics  should  not  be  based  on  receiving
lectures by old men. Likewise, it doesn’t expect all groups
and individuals participating in the camp to hold the exact
same  politics  –  it  sees  a  commitment  to  international
solidarity,  non-Stalinism  and  non-reformism  as  sufficient
common ground to build for healthy discussions. I found this
to work well, as strategic discussions tended to focus on
actual struggles rather than party building or petitioning our
respective liberal/conservative states, allowing us to share
ideas on how to build on-the-ground momentum and actively
engage in solidarity work. Likewise, I found it helpful to
hear from experiences of different groups across the camp,
some  of  whom  were  from  small  organisations  with  no  party
affiliations and others were youth wings of far left political
parties or far left party blocks.

Participants  were  primarily  from  France,  Denmark,  Spain,
Belgium, Switzerland, Portugal and Scotland, as well as some
comrades  from  South  American  countries  who  were  able  to
provide key perspectives and experiences from beyond Europe.
International solidarity was not simply a form of tokenistic
rhetoric. This was nicely exemplified by the organisation of
the  camp  itself,  where  participation  fees  were  scaled
according to the buying power of each country. Want to buy
some beer? Then you’ll have to go to the bank to exchange your
euros for ‘tou-cramer’ (burn everything!) with a similarly
scaled exchange rate.



Programme
The programme was centred on a different theme per day, these
themes having been elected on by a meeting of delegates in
Amsterdam during Easter. This is nicely indicative of the way
in which the camp is developed mainly by the participants
themselves, both before and during the camp, in a way that
consciously aims for openness and internal democracy. These
themes were selected as key sites of struggle in the present
moment,  as  we  face  up  to  a  system  of  ecocidal  global
capitalism that has led rise to the most recent onslaught of
floods, fires, droughts across the world as well as spiralling
cost-of-living  crises.  Likewise,  the  present  growth  of
reactionary  policies  and  movements  has  emphasised  how
questions of anti-racism, feminism and LGBTI+ liberation must
also be placed centrally in the revolutionary movements, in
acknowledgment of the central role they play in capitalism’s
reproduction and social-reproduction.

Each  day  began  with  a  session  known  as  an  ‘educational’,
delivering an in-depth analysis of how each of these themes –
eco-socialism,  anti-racism,  feminism,  LGBTI+  liberation,
social movements, and party and strategy – is situated within
the contemporary landscape. The educationals showed how the
Marxist method of analysis could be applied to each topic,
foregrounding the question of how ruling classes materially
benefit from perpetuating a system that is racist, ecocidal,
etc. The camp participants ranged from the ages of 15 to 30
and therefore they encompassed a wide range of experiences and
prior exposure to this method of analysis. Considering this,
it was useful to keep returning to this material analysis,
ensuring  that  all  camp  participants  were  developing  their
critiques  on  the  shared  understanding  that,  for  example,
racism is not simply a moral position but that it serves as a
useful tool for the benefit of capitalist ruling classes.
LGBTI+ oppression was therefore analysed through the framework
of the hetero-patriarchal family, using social reproduction



theory. It was shown how LGBTI+ identities pose a challenge to
the  way  capitalism  has  organised  the  labour  force  in  the
public and private spheres, exemplifying how matters of our
supposed ‘private life’ and of identities are not divisible
from the economic system we live under.

The camp recognised that people have had different experiences
regarding  how  capitalism  has  intersected  with  their
identities.  A  key  part  of  the  camp  organisation  was  to
privilege  several  ‘closed’  spaces,  whereby  people  who  had
experiences of (1) being racialised, (2) being LGBTI+, (3)
womanhood (from a trans-inclusive perspective) and (4) being
transgender,  were  timetabled  discussion  periods  in  spaces
reserved only for those who identified as belonging to that
group. This gave them the opportunity to focus on strategic
questions,  for  example  how  to  organise  as  racialised
minorities in our organisations, or organising the fightback
against transphobia, ensuring that liberatory struggles could
be developed and spearheaded by those who are most affected. 
The educational on anti-racism emphasised that the FI camps
had had women’s and LGBTI+ closed spaces since the 1980s and
90s, and this had not extended this to a racialised peoples
until  2017.  The  camp  acknowledged  that  it  had  not  always
recognised the significance of race in revolutionary struggle,
and the delegations have never been a good representation of
the  racial  diversity  of  the  countries  they  supposedly
represent.

Unfortunately there was no session timetabled for feedbacking
any key ideas developed in the closed spaces, so I do not know
what strategic insights came about within most of the closed
spaces. In the women’s space, however, participants were keen
to hear about the histories of sexual violence within the SWP.
Links were drawn to other far-left organisations who have also
faced the same problems, and questions emerged surrounding the
accountability  of  organisational  structures  that  have
consolidated unhealthy and patriarchal power systems within



themselves despite having well-formed critiques when looking
outwards.

The themes of accountability and internal democracy emerged in
a  variety  of  discussions  over  the  week,  somewhat  in
continuation  of  these  questions  surrounding  the  internal
organisation of left groups and the concurrent intersection
with identity-based oppression. It seemed that the youth wings
of  political  groups/parties  were  keen  to  foreground
accountability  procedures  as  a  way  of  fighting  against
oppressive systems that have marred their groups in the past.
It was recognised as worthy of serious consideration and as
necessary of consideration as external struggles, something
that is not traditionally foregrounded in left wing strategic
discussions. The importance of this is painfully clear though
from experiences that each delegation brought to the camp. For
example, the Swiss party Solidarité recently experienced an
elected  cohort  of  older  men  who  broke  away  and  stole
significant finances from the Solidarité, following disputes
about their refusal to maintain accountable to the party.

Workshops
Another key part of the camp programme were daily workshops
and inter-delegation meetings. Workshops were led by youth
participants  from  each  delegation,  who  would  introduce  a
prominent issue from their national context (strikes, social
movements, policy changes etc) and then open this up to the
rest of the group for discussion and comparison with correlate
issues from their own contexts. Topics included fights against
Airbnb;  union  struggles;  resisting  Denmark’s  deeply  racist
‘ghetto-isation’  laws;  Frontex  and  fortress  Europe;
undocumented migrants and refugee struggles; LGBTI+ struggle;
French  resistance  against  pension  reform;  Switzerland’s
compulsory conscription, amongst many others. There were also
practical workshops on how to build a tripod, feminist self-
defence  and  building  defensive  frontlines  against  security
services.



The Scottish delegation led the workshop on the transphobic
movement  in  Britain.  Other  delegations  reported  back  how
useful they had found this workshop, as Britain’s transphobic
reactionary  movements  are  further  along  than  the  many
transphobic movements elsewhere, meaning that key strategic
lessons  could  be  developed  out  of  hearing  about  our
experience.

Members  of  the  French  delegation  delivered  a  workshop  on
Soulevement de la Terre and the fight against mega-basins. It
gave an overview of why the mega-basins were selected as a
target, given that they appear to be less harmful than major
fossil  fuel  infrastructure  that  is  typically  targeted  by
climate groups across Europe. It progressed onto discussing
the  movement’s  strategies  and  the  subsequent  police
repression.  It  was  clear  that  mega-basins  are  both
ecologically damaging and part of an extractivist agribusiness
economy, making them deeply unpopular with the 95% of local
farmers who are outside of the agribusiness economy. This
shared opposition allowed a strong alliance to form between
the local farmers union and the climate movement, building a
resistance movement that numbered 30,000 people. It led to
conversations about how these lessons of mobilisation could be
applied  to  our  own  climate  movements  and  fed  into  a
conversation about the fight in Denmark against the building
of  a  new  island  near  Copenhagen,  an  unjustifiable  vanity
project that is going to have major impacts on flooding in the
future and yet has no public opposition to currently tap into.

Swiss delegates led a workshop questioning the significance of
political parties in developing a revolutionary horizon. The
workshop was attended by people from a broad range of views
and  organisational  experiences,  from  those  acting  in
autonomous groups to members of revolutionary parties sitting
within parliamentary left-wing blocks. The participants were
keen to discuss the value of parliamentary politics within a
bourgeois state, debating if the state’s formal power can be



vied for or if it inevitably leads to the co-optation of far-
left politics once the parties have been absorbed into the
political system. This theme re-emerges over and over again –
both in and out the camp-  and was reiterated by the splits
recently experienced by several of the parties/organisations
present at the camp.

Interdelegation meetings
Interdelegation  meetings  were  an  opportunity  to  meet  with
another national grouping to learn more about their context,
and  to  draw  comparisons  or  points  of  disagreement.  Other
delegations were keen to hear about the current state of the
Scottish  Independence  movement,  as  well  as  about  the  UK
climate movement, the parliamentary left and an assessment of
the strength of a far-right movement. The rise of the far-
right was a theme that emerged across many inter-delegation
meetings, giving a visceral impression of the growing threat
they are currently posing across Europe.

I came away with a greater sense of how comparable many of the
struggles are and it felt good to be faced with the reminder
of how our respective states are acting on similar interests
in the protection of capital – meaning that providing space
for discussions like these can be invaluable for comparing our
experiences  of  fighting  back  and  sharing  strategies.  In
practice, the workshops actually provided a better platform
for comparing tactics, as in the workshops the conversations
remained focused on a single struggle and therefore allowed
more time for them to be fully explored. The inter-delegation
meetings  were  only  an  hour  long,  meaning  that  they  were
typically more of a Q&A session where individuals from each
delegation would ask about areas they were interested in. Few
of us knew much about the political landscape of the other
countries,  so  the  inter-delegation  meetings  were  a  good
opportunity to ask someone with similar politics for their
perspective on their country’s political situation and the
role/strength of organised struggles. It felt important to



learn  these  things,  but  meant  that  the  inter-delegation
meetings’ supposed aim was not necessarily achieved – maybe if
the camp was two weeks long rather than one!

Conclusions
In all, the camp was an impressive experience where many ideas
were  shared,  critiqued  and  developed.  Moreover,  it  was  a
valuable space where we had the opportunity to live beside one
another,  sharing  our  experiences  of  struggle,  resistances,
strategies,  and  to  socialise  and  build  friendships  across
borders. It gave us a taste of what it is like to live with a
sense  of  consciousness  –  both  political  and  interpersonal
consciousness – as we participated in, maintained and led the
camp’s programme and logistics, and worked within the camp’s
internal democracy to make continuous improvements. The result
was festive and liberating which stands in stark contrast to
the  way  neoliberalism  infects  our  normal  environments.  It
really did allow us to live out a form of ‘revolutionary
tenderness’, in the words of a previous attendee.

25 August 2023

Republished  from:  
https://www.rs21.org.uk/2023/08/25/report-from-the-fourth-inte
rnationals-revolutionary-youth-camp/

Photo: The Scotland delegation of the Fourth International
Youth Camp 2023 (RS21)

Solidarity with the Peruvian
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people
A  statement  by  the  Executive  Bureau  of  the  Fourth
International

Against the murderous government of Dina
Boluarte!

New  immediate  elections  and  National
Constituent Assembly!
In mid-December, large and combative mobilizations took to the
streets and squares of the main cities of Peru, in an uprising
motivated by the coup perpetrated on 7 December by the right-
wing majority Congress, which first dismissed and then had the
elected  President  Pedro  Castillo  arrested  –  through  the
mechanism of the “decree of vacancy”, a sort of impeachment.
The Congress replaced Castillo with his vice-president, Dina
Boluarte.  Popular  mobilizations  raised  the  slogans  of  new
general  elections,  Constituent  Assembly  and  Castillo’s
release.  Since  then,  the  coup  government  of  Boluarte,
supported by all the bourgeois and reactionary sectors of the
country,  has  strongly  repressed  those  who  oppose  the
institutional coup, with a bloody result blood of 30 dead and
700 wounded, including 300 police. [The numbers are from the
Peruvian Ombudsman’s Office].

The Boluarte government, puppet of the ilegitimate Congress,
has played to stabilize itself by combining harsh repression
with a strong media campaign of “pacification” of the country,
through  which  it  is  criminalizing  opponents,  justifying
arrests  and  confrontations.  Thus,  it  has  reinforced  state
repression: it has declared a state of emergency at national
level since 15 December, resorting to the Armed Forces to
contain the demonstrations. On that date, a military massacre
took place in Ayacucho, with the use of bullet projectiles,
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and eight demonstrators were killed. Boluarte is resorting to
the  political  police  (Dircote)  and  the  mass  media  to
stigmatize and criminalize the popular fighters and organizes
mobilizations for “peace” in some regions, with the social
bases  of  the  ultra-right  in  his  crude  objective  of
legitimizing the repressive forces. Thus, in these days, in
order to confront a day of struggles and strikes called by the
opposition for Wednesday, 4 January 4, the governmen called
for a “demonstration for peace” in Lima.

The  crisis  of  the  Fujimori
political system
The coup and the popular reaction against Congress and the new
president  are  the  violent  culmination  of  the  political-
institutional crisis deepened five years ago, a period during
which four former presidents were convicted of corruption (one
of whom went into exile, another committed suicide in house
arrest) and three, elected by Congress, resigned between 2020
and 2021. The Peruvian tragedy has much of its origin in the
current Constitution, promulgated by dictator Alberto Fujimori
in 1993, which instituted corporate financing of parties and
candidates – which guarantees an almost perpetual majority to
the most conservative and pro-business forces – in addition to
allowing the Executive to be constantly under the threat of
impeachment by Congress.

Elected in an extremely polarized process and with ultra-
fragmented  political  options  (31  candidacies  in  the  first
round), the rural teacher and union leader Pedro Castillo –
candidate of Peru Libre – came to power in June 2021. He
governed harassed by a racist Lima elite, the populist ultra-
right of Keiko Fujimori (the daughter of the dictator, who
confronted  him  in  the  second  round),  a  parliament  and  a
coupist  press,  which  have  never  digested  having  a  trade
unionist of peasant origin and from the interior as president.



The mass media, the parliamentary ultra-right and the Attorney
General’s  Office  have  permanently  besieged  him,  with  a
systematic blocking of the Executive’s bills, the opening of
six fiscal trials in record time against the president and
successive motions of vacancies and interpellations. At the
same time, the right-wing and ultra-right-wing parliamentary
groups  prevented  a  possible  Constitutional  Referendum  and
altered the balance of power with constitutional reforms that
limited the mechanisms that would allow closing the Congress
so hated by the popular majorities. It was absolutely clear
that the reactionary majority in Congress sought to overthrow
Castillo and regain total control of the Executive.

But,  instead  of  relying  on  the  popular  organizations  to
fulfill the promises of change for which the people voted,
Castillo  was  giving  in  to  the  ruling  classes,  removing
progressive  or  leftist  ministers,  and  incorporating  neo-
liberal technocrats in his cabinet. In less than a year and a
half, he lost the political initiative and tried to decree a
frustrated “state of exception”, without any basis or the
balance of forces for that. The response to this manoeuvre was
the coup of the Congress, which was approved in nine minutes,
without  the  right  to  defence  and  ignoring  the  procedures
established  in  the  same  regulation  of  the  parliamentary
institution. In this way, Peru joins Honduras (2009), Paraguay
and Brazil in a history of institutional coups (parliamentary,
judicial and media) through which important fractions of the
Latin American neoliberal bourgeoisies manage to get rid of
governments that bother them or no longer serve them.

Illegitimate  government  and
Congress
Agent of the coup, the current Peruvian Congress has proven
that it does not have the democratic legitimacy to continue
its  administration,  besides  never  having  had  constituent



power. After the vacancy irregularly approved against Castillo
on  7  December  and  the  brutal  repression  of  popular
demonstrations by the illegitimate government, the removal of
Boluarte  from  office,  with  a  call  for  new  elections  for
president and a new Congress, is urgently needed.

The profound popular erosion of the Peruvian political system
born  of  Fujimorism  requires  –  as  wisely  and  courageously
demanded by those who are rising up against the Congress and
the  coup  President  –  a  new  democratic  and  sovereign
constituent process, which will rewrite the rules of the game
in favor of the majorities.

The Fourth International expresses its solidarity with the
popular mobilizations in Peru and our active support for their
demands, beginning with an immediate end to the repression of
the protests, the release of all prisoners and a thorough
investigation, with international observers, into the deaths,
injuries and imprisonment perpetrated by the Armed Forces and
police.  We  call  on  all  revolutionary  and  progressive
organizations  of  the  world  to  denounce  the  coup  that  has
overthrown  Castillo,  the  authoritarian  government  of  Dina
Boluarte  and  the  Congress  coup,  in  view  of  the  brutal
repression  they  are  deploying  in  the  Andean  country.

AGAINST THE PARLIAMENTARY COUP: OUT WITH DINA BOLUARTE!

END THE STATE OF EMERGENCY NOW!

RELEASE OF ALL PRISONERS! INVESTIGATION OF THE DEATHS AND
PUNISHMENT OF THE ASSASSINS!

FOR A CONSTITUENT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY!

Executive Bureau of the Fourth International

4 January 2023

Originally  published  on  the  Fourth  International  website:
https://fourth.international/en/566/latin-america/494
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Statement: The rich make us
pay for their profits! Let’s
mobilize against the rise in
the cost of living
The following statement on the cost-of-living crisis across Europe has
been prepared by sections of the Fourth International and is signed by
ecosocialist.scot.

The rich make us pay for their profits!
Let’s mobilize against the rise in the
cost of living
For  several  months  now,  strike  movements  and  popular
mobilizations have been developing in Europe – both inside and
outside the European Union – to resist the explosion in the
cost of living.

The price of energy, food, rents, transport has increased over
the past two years in all countries, aggravating the living
conditions of the working classes already under heavy attack
in recent years by precariousness, job cuts with Covid and a
fall in real wages and benefits.

After inflation in the EU-27 and the UK of respectively 2.6%
and  2.5%  in  2021,  in  August  2022,  the  CPI  year-on-year
inflation rates reached at 10.5% and 9.9%, with 12.0% and
13.1% for food, 37.5% and 32.0% for fuels (44.6% and 48.8% in
15 months), (sources STATISTA and ONS).  Electricity prices
began  to  rise  last  autumn  across  Europe,  with  gas  prices
exploding during the same period (well before the Russian
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military invaded Ukraine), tripling over a year in Germany and
the Netherlands, while energy prices doubled for households in
Britain.  In the all-Ireland energy market, prices have risen
across the board, north and south, including in the important
cost of heating oil, with government interventions stalled in
the north by the collapse of political institutions and the
ongoing impact of Brexit.

The driving force of this inflation is found in the stock
market speculation on raw materials since the recovery in
demand since the height of the Covid pandemic, in the context
of an oligopolistic market. The catastrophic climate situation
in recent months, drought and heat, explicit consequences of
climate change, have worsened this situation, as of course the
invasion of Ukraine by Putin’s army. Global oil supply is set
to tighten, intensifying concerns over soaring inflation after
the OPEC+ group of nations (including Russia), faced with
falling prices, announced at the beginning of September its
largest  supply  cut  since  2020.  The  move  comes  ahead  of
European Union embargoes on Russian energy over the Ukraine
war. Speculation on energy prices and an explosion of profits
distributed  to  the  shareholders  of  large  companies  have
resulted. Underlying all this, there is an epochal reduction
in the availability of fossil fuels.

Marginal  rates  of  profit  have  risen,  not  only  in  large
transport, energy and pharmaceutical companies.  Profits in
2021 have been historic. In an unprecedented move, the five
largest  French  banks  generated  more  than  €31  billion  in
profits in 2021. Spain’s Santander recorded €8.1 billion in
net  income,  Italy’s  Intesa  San  Paolo  €4.2  billion
and  Germany’s  Deutsche  Bank  €3.4  billion.   Volkswagen’s
operating margin almost doubled to €20 billion. In the first
half of 2022, Shell (Netherlands) leads the way with profits
of $20.6 billion, followed by BP (UK) with $21.5 billion and
TotalEnergies (France) with $14.7 billion.

These  few  examples  of  dazzling  enrichment,  which  is  also
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accompanied  by  the  personal  enrichment  of  the  propertied
class, especially by distribution of dividends and increase of
shares value, contrast with the low wage and benefit rises,
the drastic loss of purchase power and labour rights, which
have increased the impoverishment of the popular classes. The
unequal distribution of wealth worsened during the beginning
of the Covid years. This inequality has sharpened even more,
particularly for women, young people, the racialized working
classes, disabled people, and those populations living in the
most deprived areas. A study predicts that by the end of the
year 80% of households in the UK will be in energy poverty and
a further explosion of energy prices is anticipated in 2023.

In this period, neoliberal governments have stepped up tax
measures in favour of corporations, cut social spending and
significantly  increased  military  budgets  –  with  the
concomitant impact on inflation – further worsening the living
conditions  of  the  most  precarious.  The  Ukraine  war  is
instrumentalized  by  reactionary  forces,  multinational  firms
and imperialist powers to push their own agenda, arguing that
all  military  budgets  are  aimed  at  helping  Ukrainian
resistance, which is obviously false. Solidarity against the
Putin invasion does not prevent fighting against neoliberal
and  imperialist  agendas  and  austerity  policies  directed
against the working classes.

Governments  at  different  levels  (national,  regional,
local)  have  introduced  support  aid  systems,  energy  price
ceilings or transport packages, so the weight of inflation on
popular classes is uneven depending on the state, but these
systems are temporary and do not make up for the increase in
the cost of living. 

Material conditions, including the interminable wait for the
next pay or benefit cheque, have become the essential concern
for the vast majority of the working class. Energy, food,
housing costs are essential for everyone and these costs are
all increasing to unbearable levels
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Such a situation is intolerable.

Many struggles have taken place in recent months:

Across the UK state there has been a significant increase in
national strikes since the spring despite the most repressive
anti-strike laws in Europe – particularly in transport, on the
post, in telecoms and in several major ports. A significant
vote has just been won for strikes by university lecturers,
while schoolteachers and health workers are also balloting. On
the other hand, there have been signs of fragmentation of
action  on  the  rail  and  mail  by  the  leaderships  of  those
unions. There is a significant level of public support for the
strikes that are taking place. This is combined with political
action especially around the right to food and the right to
housing. A six months’ rent freeze has been imposed across
Scotland by the devolved government there.

At the same time, we have seen the development of a movement
to boycott the payment of energy bills with “Don’t Pay UK”
across Britain and in Italy, especially in Naples. In Germany,
the demonstrations on the left have so far been limited to the
oppositional left and some trade unions. This weakness is due
mostly  to  the  fact  that  the  leadership  of  the  big
industrial  unions,  the  chemical  workers  union  and  the
metal workers union, are embedded in a tripartite structure
which is proposing relief measures for the population. The far
right  tries  to  profit  from  the  huge  price  increases  with
demonstrations  that  outnumber  those  of  the  left.  Huge
demonstration occurred in the Czech Republic on 3 October.
Several  days  of  strikes  called  by  the  trade  unions,
demonstrations against the high cost of living have taken
place or are scheduled (in France 29 Sept, 16 and 18 October,
21 September and 9 November in Belgium). In France, strikes
developed around the oil refineries, with workers on strike
for four weeks.

Attacks on living conditions will worsen further in the coming
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months, particularly with the planned increase in contracts
and energy prices, and the end of measures which partially
cushioned their impact.

In  Italy,  Germany,  the  Czech  Republic,  France,  we  see
different  political  currents  with  different
motivations  attempting  to  divert  popular  classes’
anger  away  from  the  capitalists  responsible  for  this
crisis and moreover refusing concrete measures to be taken
immediately to protect and improve the level and conditions of
life  for  the  poorest  and  most  precarious  part  of  the
population. At the time when the far right is seeking to
exploit this situation, it is our responsibility to seek to
organize the broadest class, social and political fronts to
impose social demands, the requisition of the wealth produced
and the organization of public services for the benefit of the
popular  classes  by  aiming  at  capitalist  profits.   We
particularly want to see the whole movement devoting resources
to organizing and supporting the most precarious.

In these mobilizations, we stand for:

•  Increase  in  wages  and  benefits  at  least  in  line  with
inflation,  with  particular  protection  for  those  on  low
incomes, and “uberized workers”, who are de facto employees of
capitalist groups

• For automatic increases to keep pace with inflation – a
sliding scale of wages and benefits with real measures of
inflation  determined  by  organized  workers  and  benefit
recipients  themselves.

• Abolition of gender inequality at work; give effect to the
principle of equal pay for men and women for work of equal
value

• Access to free childcare for any child that needs it

• Abolition of VAT on food and energy and reduction and freeze



of rents and prices of basic necessities

• Increase of effective tax rate on wealth and profit

•  Free  local  and  regional  transport,  growth  of  public
transport  systems

• Free power and heating corresponding to people’s basic needs

• Energy, banking and transport companies, to be socialized
under democratic control by workers and users

• Audit of the public debt with citizen participation leading
to the cancellation of the illegitimate debt as a way of
finding more room for an increase in social spending and in
the struggle against the ecological crisis.

• Massive investment into renewable energy, no new fossil
fuels – for the decommissioning of nuclear.

At  a  time  when  ultraliberal  governments  are  developing,
attacking democratic rights, including in alliance with neo-
fascist forces as in Sweden or Italy, it is vital that the
anti-capitalist  forces,  the  workers’  movement  as  a  whole,
develop an emergency plan against the high cost of living and
inflation  to  support  all  the  already  existing  popular
mobilizations and develop them while fighting attempts by the
far right to exploit popular anger.

16 November 2022

Signatures

Belgium:            -SAP-Antikapitalisten  /  Gauche
anticapitaliste

England and Wales:     – Anticapitalist  Resistance

France:            – Ensemble ! (Mouvement pour une
Alternative de Gauche et Ecologiste)



– NPA (Nouveau parti anticapitaliste)

Germany:          –  ISO  (Internationale  Sozialistische
Organisation)

Greece:            – TPT (Fourth International Programmatic
Tendency) & Magazine “4” – Greek section of FI

Italy :                – Sinistra Anticpapialista

Norway:  – FIN (Fourth International in Norway, Forbundet
Internasjonalen)

Portugal :         – SPQI : collective of FI activists

                         -Toupeira Vermelha: collective of FI
activists

Scotland:  – ecosocialist.scot

Spanish State:  – Anticapitalistas

Sweden :          – Socialistik Politik

Switzerland  :     –  BFS/MPS  (Bewegung  für  den
Sozialismus/mouvement  pour  le  socialisme/movimento  per  il
socialismo)

– solidaritéS

Originally  published  on  the  Fourth  International  website:
https://fourth.international/en/485

Solidarity  with  the  protest
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movement in Iran!
Statement of the Executive Bureau of the Fourth International
Since  16  September  Iran  has  been  thrown  into  turmoil  by
widespread protests against the policies of the ruling clique.
They were triggered by the brutal murder of the young woman
Jîna (Mahsa) Amini, who was beaten to death by the “morality
police”. The duration and the expansion of the demonstrations
to all parts of the country and almost all strata of the
population testify to a deep-seated discontent and anger that
goes beyond rejection of the regime’s deeply restrictive dress
code for women. The causes also lie in a social plight that
has  been  worsening  for  years  for  large  sections  of  the
population and in massive repression.

Unlike  previous  unrest,  such  as  the  rebellion  against
electoral fraud (2009) or protests against rising fuel prices
(2019), the rallying cry in the forefront is “Down with the
Islamic Republic!” After a month of protests the movement is
still going strong and spreading.

Compared  to  past  decades,  the  social  hardship  among  the
population  is  even  greater  today.  More  than  half  of  the
population lives below the subsistence level and can only
survive with a lot of difficulties. Health care has become
even  more  inadequate  than  it  already  was.  The  ecological
damage  is  enormous,  with  severe  water  shortages,
desertification  and  deforestation  affecting  the  rural
population particularly, and high levels of air and water
pollution in the cities.

What is striking and enthusing is that the movement is led by
young women, including school students. This is fed by the
history  of  women’s  struggles  and  movements  in  Iran  since
before the days of the 1979 revolution. Popular support is
based on a now widely shared hatred of the regime and of the
corrupt  theocratic  clique  that  dominates  and  exploits  the
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country, enriching itself to the point of becoming dollar
billionaires.

The fact that the movement has lasted for so long and on such
a  broad  scale,  despite  the  harsh  repression,  can  only  be
explained  by  the  anger  felt  above  all  by  the  younger
generations. Broad sections of the students and pupils who are
resisting their confinement and taking to the streets for a
different life.

The second specificity of today’s wave of protest is that it
has spread from Jîna (Mahsa) Amini’s home city in Kurdistan
throughout the country. This is why the Kurdish chant “Jin
Jiyan Azadi” translated to Persian as “Zan Zendegi Azadi” has
become the main slogan of the movement today. In Kurdistan,
the rejection of the theocratic regime and the struggle for
self-determination  have  a  long  tradition  and  are  being
expressed with force. What is new is the scale of the protests
in Baluchistan, where social oppression and massive poverty
are the worst in the country. The repression there manifested
itself, for example, on 7 October when more than 100 people
were  shot  dead  during  a  demonstration  in  the  provincial
capital Zahedan.

And a third prominent feature should not be overlooked: For a
week now, calls for a political strike have been increasing,
something that has not happened for more than 35 years, since
the crushing of workers’ councils and left organisations. A
first section of the oil industry in the southern Khuzistan
province has been on strike for a week, evoking memories of
1979,  when  the  oil  workers’  strike  was  the  prelude  to  a
nationwide general strike. However, the leaderships of the
main  independent  unions  are  almost  without  exception  in
prison.

It is solely up to the people of Iran to determine their own
destiny, with full democratic rights and gender equality, with
religious freedom and secularism, defending the rights of all



minorities and working for social and economic justice.

We therefore call for:

– Broadening the international support of all progressive and
left-wing forces for the protest and revolt movement in Iran
against  the  religious  dictatorship,  for  the  defence  of
democratic freedoms, and for the dismantling of the police and
militias  that  repress  the  individual  freedoms  notably  of
women.

– Expressions of internationalist solidarity such as messages
from women’s movements, trade unions, student associations and
so on to give political and moral support to the movement. We
encourage  trade  unions  to  discuss  with  their  counterparts
practical forms of solidarity; universities to call on their
counterparts  to  protect  the  lives  and  freedom  of  their
students; women’s and student movements to make links with
movements in Iran.

– Support for public demonstrations of solidarity with the
movement on the call of the progressive forces in the Iranian
communities in exile, this is crucial.

– An end to all repression in Iran and for human rights
organisation to monitor the crimes committed by the state in
their repression of the population.

– For the right to humanitarian visas primarily for persecuted
women and girls and LGBTIQ people, fleeing the repression in
Iran.
Woman, life, freedom!

Zan, Zendegi, Azadi

Jin, Jiyan, Azadi

18 October 2022

Executive Bureau



Reprinted  from
https://fourth.international/en/566/middle-east/475

Photo: Uprising in Tehran Sept 2022  Copyright  Darafsh /
Wikimedia commons

The  experience  of  the
International Youth camp, an
essential political moment!
The International Youth camp took place from 23 to 29 July
2022 in Vieure, France. After two years of suspension due to
Covid-19, the gathering is a week of self-managed camp that
this year brought together more than 200 young revolutionaries
from different parts of Europe, but also from Ukraine, Russia,
Brazil and Mexico to celebrate the 37th edition of the youth
camps of the Fourth International.

This  annual  camp  is  dedicated  to  indepth  discussion  of
different  themes,  to  the  sharing  of  our  local  and
international  struggles  and  to  the  developing  of  common
strategies  and  actions.  Each  day  is  divided  into  several
parts. The mornings are reserved for plenary educationals on
themes such as ecosocialism, feminist and LGBTQIA+ struggles,
imperialism,  anti-racism,  anti-fascism,  class  struggle  as
youth and strategic approaches. This year we had guests such
as  Andreas  Malm  (Socialistika  Partiet,  Sweden),  Olivia
Borchmann  (SUF,  Denmark),  Julien  Salingue  (NPA,  France),
Laurent Sorel, (Gauche Éco-Socialiste, ex Ensemble Insoumis,
France), Marta Autore (Comunia, Italy) and Jonathan Simmel
(SUF, Denmark)
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The  afternoons  are  mainly  aimed  at  highlighting  specific
concepts or situations arising from the theme of the plenary.
They consist of concrete workshops on different struggles,
inter-delegation  meetings  to  deepen  our  international
knowledge and share strategies of struggle, but also non-mixed
spaces for self-organisation of feminist, LGBTQIA+ and anti-
racist  struggles.  In  order  to  build  and  elaborate  a  real
internationalist struggle, standing commissions on the Russian
imperialist war in Ukraine and ecosocialism today were also on
the agenda. A declaration in solidarity with the resistance of
the Ukrainian people was also adopted.

Throughout the busy stay, the camp also remains a place for
practising self-management where young activists manage the
different  daily  tasks  from  cleaning  to  multilingual
interpretation. There are also voluntary tasks such as the
awareness team (to deal with conflicts or personal concerns)
or the care team (which acts as a preventative measure and
ensures the well-being of everyone) that allow us to make the
space as safe as possible and to carry out certain tasks
around care.

This kind of political practice is even more indispensable in
a materialist perspective. The neoliberal capitalist system in
which  we  live  shapes  our  thinking;  in  other  words,  our
consciousness is constructed according to the world around us.
Throughout  the  year  we  fight  this  system,  even  when  the
revolution  seems  far  away,  we  know  that  the  struggle  is
permanent and on all fronts. For many participants, far from
being a utopian space outside the system, the camp, by its
organization and structure, allows us to have a foretaste of a
self-managed  internationalist  communist  solidarity  society
requiring perpetual adjustments in order to ensure the proper
functioning of community life. Indeed, during meetings between
FI youth delegates in preparation for the camp, the camp is
constantly  redefined  each  year  on  the  basis  of  previous
criticisms. The camp is organized by the member organizations
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or those close to the Fourth International in Europe, and its
construction is ongoing and international.

This political moment is an essential exercise that acts as a
catalyst facilitating the sharing of experiences, a festive
atmosphere and above all a true spirit of camaraderie. The
experience of the youth camp is essential in the construction
of tomorrow’s anti-capitalist, ecosocialist, feminist, queer,
anti-racist, anti-fascist and internationalist society.

Translated  by  International  Viewpoint  from  Gauche
Anticapitaliste   Originally  published  at:
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7766

Solidarity with Ukrainian and
Russian resistance to the war
–  Statement  of  37th  Fourth
International youth camp
Having met this week with Ukrainian and Russian socialists
committed to the defeat of the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
we, activists gathered at the 37th international revolutionary
youth camp in solidarity with the Fourth international in
Vieure (France) from the 23rd until the 29th of July 2022,
declare our opposition to Russia’s imperialist war in Ukraine.

The full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine since the 24th of
February 2022 marks a clear escalation of the war which had
been going on since 2014 in the country. It is aimed at
satisfying  Great  Russian  expansionism;  it  has  resulted  in
numerous  war  crimes  and  crimes  against  humanity;  tens  of
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thousands of Ukrainians have already been killed, 15 million
have been forced to flee their homes and many of them had to
seek refuge abroad. The immediate withdrawal of Russian troops
is necessary to stop the sufferings and ensure the democratic
self-determination of the people in Ukraine.

We express our solidarity with the Ukrainian people who are
the victims of this unjustified assault and support their
resistance against the invading and occupying power. We also
stand in solidarity with opposition to the war as expressed by
Russian activists, many of them having had to flee abroad to
escape  the  authoritarianism  of  Putin’s  regime.  We  remind
Europe that this regime is hailed by many far-right movements
which have been on the rise throughout the continent.

We warn against any direct inter-imperialist war between NATO
and Russia, all the while striving for the defeat of the
Russian invasion. A nuclear conflict would be a disaster the
world has only had horrifying glimpses of before.

We call for the cancellation of all Ukrainian foreign debt
held by Western powers as well as international financial
institutions such as the IMF and the World Bank. This debt has
only  helped  develop  a  neoliberal  regime  of  capitalist
accumulation  in  Ukraine  at  the  expense  of  the  Ukrainian
working class. Freeing these funds would help Ukraine resist
the  Russian  assault  and  rebuild  the  country  without  the
interference of Western neoliberal markets.

So  far,  the  sanctions  have  targeted  a  limited  number  of
members  of  the  Russian  ruling  class;  they  clearly  are
ineffective  in  stopping  the  war.

Furthermore,  Western  companies  continue  to  trade  military
components  with  Russia.  We  support  the  expropriation  of
Russian  millionaires’  assets  in  foreign  banks  and  their
redistribution to rebuild Ukraine and support the victims of
the war. This requires an international public register of



wealth; such a register would also be a necessary first step
to impose any meaningful tax on the capitalists of our own
countries to make them pay for the economic and social crisis
which the war in Ukraine has aggravated while allowing for
even more delirious profits for capitalists such as in the
spheres of energy and arms sales.

We  thank  our  Ukrainian  comrades  from  Sotsіalniy  Rukh  for
dedicating  time  to  come  to  this  camp  and  share  their
experiences; we will stay in solidarity with them and with our
Russian comrades to contribute to the defeat of the Russian
invasion in any way we can and help rebuild an independent and
democratic  Ukraine.  We  hope  our  exchanges  and  discussions
during and after this camp can help inspire a world free of
military blocks and all neo-colonial relations.

29 July 2022

Building  revolutionary
tenderness: Chronicles of the
37th Revolutionary Youth Camp
in France
Between July 23 and 29, around 200 young people gathered to
celebrate the 37th edition of the Revolutionary Youth Camp
organised  by  the  Fourth  International  in  Vieure
(France). After almost three years since the last camp, the
hope,  motivation  and  emotion  of  returning  to  share  self-
managed spaces of camaraderie, support and mutual learning
were enormous. And it certainly did not disappoint. 
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One of the greatest difficulties we have when it comes to
explaining and developing our political project for society is
to bring our theoretical proposals to praxis with maximum
consequences. They accuse us of being utopian or idealistic
and perhaps we are, but we need oases in which to show how a
fair,  democratic,  supportive,  open  and  empathetic  society
where the division of tasks, interpersonal relationships and
collective interests prevail over the principles of exclusion,
competitiveness  and  individualism  prevailing  in  capitalist
societies.

That  is  what  the  revolutionary  youth  camps  are  about:  of
understanding  the  revolutionary  organisation  as  part  of  a
joint  learning  process  of  our  own  struggles,  but  also  of
sharing experiences of struggle and resistance with comrades
from the global north and south who allow us to walk towards
an  ecosocialist,  feminist,  queer,  anti-racist  and  anti-
capitalist horizon.

Thus the program, which is usually divided into thematic days,
tried to offer a broad look at the main issues that affect the
crisis of neoliberal capitalism and that help us build poles
of radicalisation in youth.  It placed special emphasis on the
need to bet on ecosocialism as our lives depend on it; to
stand firm in the anti-imperialist struggle and against the
radicalisation  of  authoritarian  neoliberalism;  to  vindicate
the importance of LGBTQI+ struggles not only on a cultural
level, but also in the materialist intersection of advancing 
collective rights and freedoms; to delve into the advances
that feminism has made and discuss how to go on the offensive
against reactionary discourses.  Finally, the importance and
necessity  of  having  organic  structures  that  allow  us  to
organise rage internationally was also addressed, enabling us
to weave common strategies against a system that devours,
crushes and marginalises us.

All of this was developed through plenary activities that
addressed how to be revolutionary in a world in flames, how



feminist and LGBTQI+ struggles are a threat to capitalism, the
characterisation  of  authoritarian  neoliberalism  and  its
attacks  against  international  solidarity  networks,  how  to
decolonise society, the role of youth in the class struggle
and  the  importance  of  organising  ourselves  to  crush
capitalism. On the other hand,  educational  activities also
took the form of workshops in which participants elaborated
specific  problems  or  shared  experiences  of  international
struggle. Among them, we can highlight the need to bring to
the debate aspects such as new forms of relationships and
radical  ways  of  loving,  the  importance  of  talking  about
capitalism and mental health, the new struggles in which youth
play a central role, as is the case with housing and the fight
against speculation or the Marxist theory of the state.

At the same time, spaces for women, LGBTQI+ and people of
colour were created which, in addition to being safe places
for those who are part of the group, also allowed us to go
deeper  into  the  discussions  and  horizons  towards  which
feminist, queer and anti-racist struggles are directed.

In short, the camps are an opportunity for political training,
but  they  are  also  the  best  option  for  weaving  personal
networks of friendship, sisterhood and camaraderie, which are
essential to the societies we aspire to build. In other words,
to harden ourselves without losing our tenderness, because
tenderness is revolutionary and knows no borders.  Therefore,
I would like to thank all the compañeras for making the camps
a space that truly becomes a reference point when imagining
alternative futures. In difficult times for social movements
and the radical left, enjoying places where utopia becomes a
reality is a pill that enables us to recharge our batteries,
to  focus  on  youth  building  along  a  new  political  path.
Paraphrasing Durruti, “ruins don’t scare us because we carry a
new world in our hearts. And that world is growing right now.”
For this reason, understanding the revolutionary organisation
as part of a joint learning process of our own struggles, and



sharing experiences of struggle and resistance with comrades
from the global North and South, is a ground-breaking and
transformative exercise that inspires us to stand firm until
victory. Long live the Revolutionary Youth Camps. Long live
the Fourth International.

1 August 2022

Diego Fernández Gómez is a militant of Anticapitalistas in the
Spanish state

Article published in Poder Popular. Translated by David Fagan
for  fourth.interrnational  and  published  at:
https://fourth.international/en/2022-france/456

International  Youth  Summer
Camp, France, 23-29 July 2022
–  support  the  Scotland
delegation!
Are you one of the hundreds of thousands of activists who
mobilised for COP 26 in Glasgow last year? Inspired by the
Black  Lives  Matter  movement?  Eager  to  defend  migrant  and
refugee rights? Furious about the way workers and young people
suffer the cost of living crisis while profits soar?

To fight to fix a world torn apart by war, greed and climate
catastrophe, it’s essential to understand why these things
happen, and how you can organise to change them. That’s what
the Fourth International’s annual youth camp is all about.

During a week in the sun with hundreds of young students,
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workers, and campaigners from across Europe and beyond you’ll
have the chance to:

join meetings, workshops and self-organised spaces to
discuss  ecosocialism,  feminism,  anti-racism,  LGBTI
struggles, internationalism and fighting austerity
meet leaders of campaigns that are on the cutting edge
of radical youth activism
socialise,  share  experiences,  debate  ideas  and  plan
joint actions

This is a unique opportunity for young activists from Britain
to  meet  with  other  environmentalists,  feminists  and
socialists.

The  International  Youth  Summer  Camp  in  July  is  hosted  by
comrades of the Fourth International in France.

23 JULY TO 29 JULY 2022,

La Bordé, 03430 Vieure, France (about 320 kms directly south
of Paris.)

Socialist Resistance is the Fourth International organisation
in  Britain.  SR  will  be  working  with  comrades  in
ecosocialist.scot in Scotland and Anti*Capitalist Resistance
in England and Wales to send a delegation to the camp.

If what we talk about here chimes at all with your politics
you’ll love the camp.

Already in a different organisation? Ask it to contact us
about sending people.

You will need your passport, and you’ll need to sort a tent
and sleeping bag.

The camp costs roughly £130 for the week, including food –
plus travel to France. We are trying to organize transport
collectively from both Scotland and from London – and maybe
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other places if there is enough interest. And the sooner we
book the cheaper – so get in touch now if you are interested
and we will tell you more

We know that many people may need financial support towards
the costs so we are working on raising money to help – that
hasn’t been a barrier on previous occasions and we hope it
won’t this time either.

Get  ready  to  change  the  world  and  contact  us  by  email:
 SRYouthCamp2022@gmail.com or via facebook (scan QR code)

If you want copies of our postcard to publicise the camp to
others email us at: socialistresistanceoffice@gmail.com

Find  out  more  about  the  Fourth  International  at
http://www.internationalviewpoint.org/

Help fund the FI youth camp –
£5,000 financial appeal 
The  Fourth  International’s  annual  youth  camp  for  young
environmentalists,  feminists  and  socialists  who  want  to
discuss changing the world will be held in France at the end
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of July.

There is already a lot of interest in joining our delegation
both from people who have been to the camp before and from new
activists.

And if you can help us get the word out further on protests
and  other  events  you  are  going  to  email  us
at socialistresistanceoffice@gmail.com to ask us to send you
cards.

Some of the young people wanting to go, however, will need
financial assistance. Young people are one of the groups worst
hit  by  the  cost  of  living  crisis  so  many  will  need  our
support. We have therefore launched a £5,000 financial appeal
in order to give them the assistance they need.

Can you help?

Please give generously.

You can pay:

by making a bank transfer to Socialist Outlook  080228
70935370  and  send  an  email  to
socialistresistanceoffice@gmail.com saying you have made
a donation for the camp
by Paypal to resistance@sent.com (please state that this
is for the Youth Camp appeal)

War  in  Ukraine:  solidarity
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with  Ukrainian  resistance,
against all imperialisms
Statement of the Fourth International Executive Bureau, 24 May
2022

1. State of the war
.  Today,  three  months  have  passed  since  the  invasion  of
Ukraine by Putin’s troops. The Russian army has occupied parts
of the territory, particularly in the East and South of the
country, while suffering a serious defeat in the region of
Kiev.

. Ukrainians have opposed phenomenal and massive resistance,
involving armed and non-armed struggle, the army, territorial
defence forces, civil society organizations, and new forms of
self-organization.  They  have  received  arms  deliveries,
humanitarian aid and intelligence from EU and NATO countries.
The  first  successes  of  such  resistance  have  radicalized
Ukrainian  hopes  for  a  defeat  of  the  Russian  aggressor.
Citizens in occupied regions continue to demonstrate against
occupation, there are reports of partisan activities in some
areas.

. The soldiers killed on both sides can be counted in tens of
thousands, as can Ukrainian civilian victims. The war crimes
committed by the Russian forces are multiple and proven, as in
Bucha, Irpin and other cities. The siege of the cities by the
Russian army has deliberately caused thousands of inhabitants
to  die  of  deprivation  and  starvation,  particularly  in
Mariupol. Twelve million inhabitants have been displaced, five
million to other European countries.

. The conflict has caused massive material destruction by
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indiscriminate bombing of civilian and military areas, some
cities have been almost razed to the ground.

. A readjustment of the offensive was decided by Vladimir
Putin at the beginning of April, aiming to annex the whole of
Donbass and the industrial and port city of Mariupol, as well
as the largest possible territory in the south, on the Black
Sea. But in these regions also, Ukrainians continue to resist.

2. Our position: support for
the  Ukrainian  struggle  for
self-determination  and
independence  against  a
background  of  inter-
imperialist strife.
. Putin’s invasion is a war of aggression, aiming to submit
Ukrainian territory to Russian control, as part of the return
of a Great Russian imperialist project.

.  Ukrainians  are  fighting  a  national  liberation  struggle
against  the  invasion.  We  support  their  right  to  resist,
including  militarily,  and  stand  in  solidarity  with  their
choice to do so. We defend their right to arm themselves and
thus to receive the arms necessary to resist against a much
more powerful army,

. This war is carried in the context of a renewed inter-
imperialist  strife.  In  this  war,  Western  imperialism  –
represented by NATO and the EU – has taken sides, and is
supporting  Ukraine’s  resistance  financially  and  materially.
This has clearly reinforced the resistance and improved its



prospects.

.  We  denounce  the  obvious  aim  of  US  and  EU  leaders  to
transform  the  war  according  to  their  own  interests:  the
prospect of a second Afghanistan nightmare for Russia already
opens huge opportunities for increased military budgets, the
deployment of new military technologies, the expansion of NATO
and the improvement of the US world geo-strategic position.
They aim to use the battlefield of Ukraine for the realization
of their geopolitical goals.

. For now, both imperialist powers, Russia and NATO, have
avoided any direct confrontation that could escalate into an
inter-imperialist  war.  No  one  is  interested  in  such  an
escalation,  but  it  could  be  the  result  of  uncontrolled
spiralling.  Such  a  scenario  of  world  war  is  an  objective
danger in the imperialist phase of capitalism. It would be
catastrophic for humanity and the planet, and we oppose any
escalation that could transform this war into a direct inter-
imperialist confrontation.

. As revolutionaries and internationalists, we affirm that the
way  out  of  the  logic  of  inter-imperialist  conflict  and
escalation is the resistance of peoples from below: for self-
determination and against foreign invasions. The choice of
Ukrainians to resist has blocked the quick annexation that
Russia was aiming for. The defeat of the Russian invader at
the hands of Ukrainian people would be the best scenario for
struggles for self-determination and against imperialisms of
all kinds. The reinforcement of the Ukrainian resistance and
of  anti-war  movements  in  Russia  (and  Belarus)  are  two
necessary  factors  for  this  scenario  to  be  realized.

. Putin’s invasion has provided a huge boost to NATO’s agenda
of expansion, with Sweden and Finland requesting their entry.
We oppose this dynamic: we reject the logic of military blocks
and work for a new trans-European concept of security based on
self-determination,  egalitarian  relations  between  peoples,



including Russia, urgent treaties of denuclearization and the
dissolution of NATO and CSTO.

.  In  the  same  way,  we  reject  EU  treaties  and  financial
institutions and policies, and denounce the way in which they
are used to subject countries in Europe’s periphery to neo-
colonial relations. The contradictions between the Ukrainian
demand  for  “fast  and  just”  European  integration  and  the
reality of the EU’s criteria should help us raise the issue of
new treaties for European relations based on cooperation and
not market competition, fiscal and social dumping.

. We aim to build a movement from below, for a just and
lasting peace, in solidarity with the struggle of Ukrainian
and  Russian  people  against  Putin’s  invasion  and  NATO
strategies, for a just peace and for the self-determination of
Ukraine.

. We demand the urgent transfer of military budgets towards
the vital needs of an ecosocialist transformation of the world
based on social and environmental justice and against all neo-
colonial relations.

3.  Political  trends  in
Ukraine.
. Zelensky and his government are a neoliberal force, tied to
sectors of the Ukrainian oligarchy. His unexpected electoral
success in 2019 came on the basis of criticism of corruption
and  hopes  for  a  peaceful  settlement  of  the  hybrid  war
producing  more  than  15000  deaths  since  2014,  and  in  the
context of a deep crisis of all political parties associated
with growing social conflicts and activities of the civil
society.

. The Ukrainian population is united in resisting the Russian



invasion by all means. Many socialist and anarchist militants
have  joined  the  Territorial  Defense  forces.  As
internationalist militants, we support comrades who have made
this choice.

. At the same time, Ukrainians are self-organizing to provide
support for victims of the war. Popular initiatives have been
launched to provide shelters, social housing and childcare for
refugees  and  internally  displaced  people,  to  provide  free
mental and other health care, transport and much else. These
initiatives  are  an  experiment  in  new  ways  of  social
organization, which could break with the neoliberal regression
of the last 20 years; but they are still confronted with the
dominant  political  and  economic  regime  which  protects
oligarchs.

. In the current stage of the war, it is Russian-speaking
Ukrainians that are suffering the most at the hands of the
Russian army. They are massively engaged in the armed and
civilian resistance. This debunks any claim by Putin that the
“operation” aims to protect national minorities. We support
the right of populations to democratic self-determination in
the absence of national or foreign coercion.

. The building of a Ukrainian national identity is a dominant
political trend, a historically progressive resistance against
centuries of Russian domination. This sentiment has also often
taken the color of anti-communism, also due to oppression
during the USSR period. This can only be overcome by a radical
democratic movement to consolidate a peaceful Ukraine. The
popular  resistance  and  victory  against  Russian  national
oppression  should  allow  for  a  collective  appropriation  of
conflicting  interpretations  of  black  pages  of  Ukrainian
history  by  historians  and  different  political  currents,
dealing with all past oppressions and crimes. But that also
needs  the  consolidation  of  a  post-war  Ukraine  free  of
oligarchic capitalism and socially destructive policies.



. It is clear that the context of violence and increased
national sentiment provoked by the invasion is favourable to
“anti-Russian” and far-right nationalist ideology. At the same
time, the massive engagement of Russian-speaking Ukrainians
and Rroms in defence of the country, as well as the direct
mobilization of the citizens in armed and unarmed resistance,
creates potential for a more progressive resolution of the
cultural and linguistic issues that have been exploited by the
far right in recent years.

. Many women have volunteered for armed service. As Ukrainian
feminists say, they know what kind of future Putin’s regime
offers to feminists and LGBT. That is why their first choice
is to fight for his defeat.

. In the context of war and bellicism, the gender regime tends
to shift to more patriarchal forms, which place women in the
field of care and men in the frontline and increases sexist,
violent and reactionary behaviours (against women and LGBT).
Since 2014, the burden of social reproduction in a deeply
neoliberal society has fallen more and more on women as social
provision  has  been  stripped  away.  This  is  a  part  of  the
context for the massive surrogacy industry that has developed
in Ukraine. Since the Russian invasion the use of rape and
sexual violence as war weapons has left women with traumatic
after-effects, including unwanted pregnancies, for which they
cannot  access  appropriate  care.  We  support  the  feminist
collectives that are working to help women in all the complex
trauma they are facing.

.  It  is  in  such  a  context  that  the  new  socialist  NGO
Sotsialnyi  Rukh  (“Social  Movement”)  was  established.  We
support  their  orientation,  which  includes  their  open
criticisms  of  wartime  emergency  measures  and  labour  law
reforms  that  make  it  easier  to  dismiss  workers,  non-
enforcement of labour law, and a corrupt legal system and
civil service which enables oligarchs and other capitalists to
avoid  paying  wages  and  taxes  or  respecting  environmental



legislation. They are building a popular resistance against
the  invader  which  is  rooted  in  solidarity  with  workers’
struggles and egalitarian (feminist, anti-racist, anti-sexist)
relations amongst the people. They are promoting an important
campaign for the cancellation of Ukraine’s external debt.

.  Independent  workers’  unions  are  also  a  key  factor  in
building resistance as well as an alternative to the bourgeois
and neo-liberal project for Ukraine.

. The links of these progressive forces (in particular trade
unions and feminists) with the anti-war movement in Russian
and Belarus will be essential to open progressive alternatives
to the dominant inter- imperialist conflicts and settlements.

4. The political climate in
Russia  and  the  anti  war
movement
.  The  reactivation  of  Great  Russian  imperialism  has  also
political consequences within the Russian state. Putin is also
taking  advantage  of  his  Orwellian  “special  operation”  to
further  stifle  Russian  society.  His  policy  is  as  much
aggressively ideological (Great Russian nationalist and “anti-
Nazi”) as it is systematically repressive. He wants to put an
end to any internal opposition in the long term.

.  Education  and  media  have  been  reformed  to  promote
authoritarian,  imperialist  values  and  suppress  dissent.
Independent  labour  unions  and  activist  networks,  LGBT  and
environmental activists all face increased repression.

. These regressive tendencies are shifting Russia’s regime
into neofascism, in which formal democratic procedures are
gradually suppressed.



. Despite this, some sectors of Russian society have shown
great courage in opposing Putin’s war. In the initial days of
the war, spontaneous demonstrations gathered in many Russian
cities to oppose the invasion. These were severely repressed.
Individuals  continue  to  protest,  and  have  been  fined,
imprisoned, and intimidated in their places of work and study.

. Some soldiers are refusing to take part in this so-called
“special operation”, and desertion and breaks in discipline
afflict the Russian army. Most soldiers serving and dying in
Ukraine come from Russia’s ethnic minorities, who have fewer
employment opportunities, and are less able to avoid military
service.

. Today, the small feminist movement is playing a key role in
denouncing  the  invasion  and  standing  in  solidarity  with
Ukraine,  contributing  to  the  coordination  of  initiatives
nation-wide.

. The movement of mothers of soldiers is also an important
factor, giving voice to those critical of Putin’s war and
propaganda.

. In the meanwhile, sabotage actions, not clearly attributed,
are also making it difficult for the Russian state and showing
there is more opposition to the war than what is expressed
publicly.

. There has also been impressive sabotage of Russian logistics
in Belarus. The Minsk regime has reclassified such sabotage as
terrorism, carrying the death penalty. Belarus activists are
also supporting Russian deserters and demonstrating against
Belarus collaboration or future participation in the Russian
invasion. Independent trade unions, which have been leading
anti-war protests, have been severely repressed, and their
ability to function is in question.

.  The  socialist  and  revolutionary  left  in  Russia,  and  in
particular the Russian Socialist Movement, have an important



role to play, building a militant opposition to the Putin
regime, building solidarity links with Ukrainian militants and
around the world. They face increasing repression and have to
work in a semi-clandestine fashion.

. Some socialists, feminists and other activists have had to
leave the country but continue to work from exile to build a
radical alternative in Russia. We are committed to supporting
them.

5. Our tasks outside Ukraine
and Russia.
. As radical left forces, we express and organize our support
for  Ukrainian  armed  and  unarmed  resistance  while  staying
independent from, and critical of our governments and their
imperialist programme and motivations. We do not stand in the
way of any initiative that helps to reinforce the autonomous
resistance of the Ukrainian people.

.  We  participate  in  mobilizations  in  solidarity  with
Ukrainians and against Putin’s invasion, trying to connect
with Ukrainian refugees and people outraged by the aggression,
bringing our slogans and ideas against all imperialisms, for
socialism and self-determination.

.  We  support  and  build  initiatives  from  below  that  bring
material and humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

. We denounce policies that aim to take advantage of Ukraine’s
war to further the interests of Western imperialism. We oppose
all conditionalities imposed by Western governments in order
to make profits and subordinate Ukraine to their economic and
military sphere of influence.

. We oppose the rise of military expenditure, part of an
agenda of increased militarism that precedes Putin’s invasion.



We stand against NATO and CSTO, for their dissolution, for
each country to leave these alliances and we resolutely oppose
their expansion.

. We express and organize our solidarity with refugees from
Ukraine, calling for the end of all discriminations and a
policy  of  open  borders  for  migrants  and  refugees  of  all
origins. The forced exile of the Ukrainians has been met with
a great deal of popular, self-organized solidarity in the
neighbouring countries, in particular Poland. The current EU’s
treatment  of  Ukrainian  refugees  should  be  adopted  as  the
standard practice for all new asylum seekers.

. We support direct actions taken against Russian oligarchs.
They are protected by the opacity and unfairness of the global
financial system, bank secrecy and institutionalized capital
flight  and  tax  evasion,  of  which  all  oligarchies  take
advantage, including the Ukrainian. We do not support long
term sanctions aimed to “bleed” or “weaken” Russia, which
result in increased poverty within the Russian population.

. We combat any Russophobia, which conflates Russia’s people
or culture with the actions of its government.

.  We  point  out  the  contradiction  between  the  support  for
Ukrainian struggle by Western governments and their complicity
with Turkey’s oppression of the Kurdish people and Israel’s
oppression of the Palestinian people and all other oppressed
nations across the world.

6.  Our  main  slogans  and
demands
. For the defeat of the Russian invasion. Russian troops out
of Ukraine.

. Support for Ukrainian resistance, in all its forms.



. For the immediate cancellation of Ukrainian debt.

. Down with Putin! Support the Russian anti-war movement.
Solidarity  and  refugee  status  for  all  deserters  from  the
Russian army.

.  Against  NATO  and  the  Russian-led  CSTO  expansionism  and
interventionism. Against all imperialist blocks.

.  Solidarity  with  Ukrainian  refugees  of  all  origins,  and
provision  of  the  practical  short  and  longer-term  aid
necessary, taking into account the fact that the vast majority
are women and children.

.  For  a  transition  to  renewable  energies  to  end-up  with
dependencies  and  blackmails  from  oil  and  gas  producers.
Transfer  of  military  budgets  to  investment  into  a  quick
decarbonization of the economy under popular control.

. For a socialist Europe free of military blocks and all neo
colonial  relations.  For  an  ecosocialist  revolutionary
alternative to capitalist exploitation and the destruction of
life on our planet.

Reproduced  from:  
https://fourth.international/en/566/europe/447

French  elections:  A  New
Electoral Union on the French
Left
After several weeks of negotiations, mainly with the Greens
and  the  Socialist  Party,  writes  Leon  Crémieux,  La  France
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Insoumise,  the  left  wing  organisation  led  by  Jean-Luc
Mélenchon, has sealed an electoral alliance for the coming
French parliamentary elections on 12th and 19th June which
will choose the 577 deputies of the National Assembly.

The NUPES (“Nouvelle union populaire, écologique et sociale” –
New Popular, Ecological and Social Union) will therefore bring
together La France Insoumise, the Greens (EELV), the Communist
Party  (PCF)  and  the  Socialist  Party  (PS).  The  guiding
principle  is  a  single  candidacy  of  this  alliance  in  all
electoral  districts  (except  the  overseas  departments  and
Corsica).  Obviously,  this  agreement  was  imposed  on  the
partners of La France Insoumise, given the balance of power
resulting from the presidential election and the risk that
these parties would be marginalized again in the National
Assembly.

On the other hand, La France Insoumise and Mélenchon wanted to
seek the widest possible agreement on the left, pursuing the
prospect of obtaining a parliamentary majority and the post of
Prime Minister. Also, they have redoubled their efforts for
this, and to guarantee the agreement and prevent EELV and the
PS from presenting alternative candidates, by “buying” their
adhesion. While the France Insoumise had initially spoken of a
proportional  distribution  (according  to  the  result  of  the
presidential election) of the candidacies, which would have
given 29 for the PS, 38 for the PC, 78 for EELV, the latest
proposals have greatly inflated the figures for the PS and
EELV which obtain respectively 70 and 100 candidates, with 50
for the PCF, which nevertheless achieved a better result than
the PS). But the challenge, especially in relation to the PS,
was to be sure that the agreement would have a majority in the
party’s National Council and that there would be little chance
of a dissident list. Thus, the 19 outgoing deputies of the PS
will be candidates for the NUPS.

Given the electoral system for these parliamentary elections
(single-member  with  two  rounds)  union  around  a  single



candidate in the first round is necessary for the election of
a large number of deputies. Without an agreement, La France
Insoumise  would  have  obtained  a  maximum  of  around  fifty
deputies.

No one is fooled by the sudden conversion of the PS to the
political  positions  of  La  France  Insoumise,  but  the  PS
apparatus,  at  least  the  part  that  is  not  rallying  to  a
Macronist majority in the assembly, considered that between
Macron and Mélenchon, the future of the party was rather to be
played on the left. The same was true for EELV.

To obtain its Union, La France Insoumise has therefore, in the
name of electoral “realpolitik” in relation to EELV and the
PS, chosen to reduce its electoral program, on retirement at
full  rate  at  60,  disobeying  the  treaties  of  the  European
Union, and even on immediately increasing the minimum wage to
1,400 euros, in particular. Similarly, the idea of opening up
to activist groupings from working-class neighbourhoods within
the framework of the new union has been more than limited.
Finally, La France Insoumise has never sought to give the
Nouveau parti anticapitaliste (NPA) the place, small but real,
to  which  a  unitary  logic  entitled  it.  Thus,  La  France
Insoumise did not envisage in any way the possibility that
Philippe Poutou would be a candidate in a constituency where
he could have been electable, let alone run in Bordeaux in
continuation  of  a  common  political  activity  with  France
Insoumise since the municipal and regional elections.

And finally, alongside the gifts made to the PS which obtained
3 times more candidates than its electoral weight, France
Insoumise offered the NPA only 5 candidates (3 times less than
its electoral weight) and without much hope of electability …
Quite a symbol.

The  NPA,  which  maintained  to  the  end  a  framework  of
negotiations  with  the  will  to  reach  an  agreement,  was
therefore confronted with negotiators who did not, in fact,



make any serious proposal to the NPA either on programme or
candidacies,  except  to  put  the  acronym  of  the  NPA  in  an
alliance framework in which it did not politically exist. As
Philippe Poutou said, “the NPA understood that in the end, its
presence was not really desired by La France Insoumise”.

Nevertheless, the NPA will continue to be in the framework of
the dynamics that have emerged in recent weeks, trying to
stimulate and participate in unitary activist frameworks. As
the statement issued by its National Political Council says,
the NPA will call for a vote and actively support those NUPES
candidates  representing  a  left  of  rupture.  In  other
constituencies, faced with the candidacies of social liberals,
notably the PS, but under the NUPES label, the NPA will seek
to make an alternative heard with unitary candidates, from the
world of labour and popular neighbourhoods, representing a
fighting left, independent of the institutions and social-
liberalism.

The  rejection  the  NPA  has  suffered  shows  that  the  France
Insoumise is playing all its cards on the institutional side
and that of social-compatible moderation while many activist
currents  want  a  logic  aimed  at  organizing  a  unitary
mobilization and organization from below. But this does not
call into question the analysis of the objective place that
this electoral alliance has in the political field.

No one really knows what the electoral impact of this union
will be, but the NUPES is clearly becoming the main electoral
threat to a majority supporting Macron in the Assembly. This
will clearly exceed the cursors of the political debate in the
next six weeks.

Until now, Macron has built his image as a bulwark against the
extreme right, against his best enemy Marine Le Pen, playing
on  the  anti-fascist  instincts  of  the  traditional  left
electorate. This logic will be totally destabilized. According
to initial projections, a majority of second-round duels would



pit an En Marche candidacy against an NUPES candidacy.

Also, in recent days, across the media and from En Marche, all
the blows are targeting Mélenchon and the new Union. Many
politicians deplore the PS scuttling itself by allying with
Mélenchon, they would have preferred it to scuttle itself by
joining Macron. So, the limited but real risk that the left
will  become  the  main  opposition  to  Macron  and  could  even
deprive him of a majority really frightens the presidential
majority.

There is currently no split in the PS, but a dissident current
will clearly organize itself with candidates opposed to the
NUPES in some constituencies.

Leon Crémieux is an activist of the Solidaires trade-union
federation and of the New Anti-Capitalist Party (NPA, France).
He  is  a  member  of  the  Executive  Bureau  of  the  Fourth
International  of  which  ecosocialist.scot  is  a  part.

Reproduced  from  International  Viewpoint,   English-language
magazine  of  the  Fourth  International,  11  May  2022:
https://internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article7651

8  March  of  struggle  for
women’s  lives  and  for
equality in the production of
life!
Each year, International Women’s Day is an important moment in
giving visibility to feminist struggles against patriarchal
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capitalism, in its attempt to engender new ways to oppress and
exploit us. With the health crisis provoked by the pandemic of
COVID-19, added to the economic crisis and the attacks of
conservative governments against women’s rights, international
mobilization on 8 March gains even more importance and urgency

The pandemic has unleashed a crisis in various dimensions of
human life, and, when measures of physical isolation have been
brought  in  to  protect  health,  has  shown  that  the  jobs
necessary for survival are the really essential ones. Many
women were confined to the domestic space of the home and were
deprived  of  jobs  that,  although  precarious,  brought  them
monetary income.

The  burden  of  care  work  done  for  the  family  increased
considerably, and came hand in hand with an increase in cases
of violence and feminicide, as a way of imposing the burden of
this on women. The pandemic crisis has therefore shown that
social reproduction work is at the centre of the alternatives
for managing such crises and finding solutions, but it also
poses the risk of deepening and crystallizing women’s role in
carrying it out.

As a counterpoint to this, women around the world have been
forging  and  strengthening  networks  of  solidarity  and
reciprocity,  creating  forms  of  protection  and  denunciation
against this type of violence, and also building forms of
resistance  against  hunger,  poverty  and  worsening  loss  of
rights during the pandemic. The cultivation, production and
distribution of food, and the exchange of food and health
protection materials, the replacement of face-to-face meetings
with virtual ones, the creation of self-protection mechanisms,
among other initiatives, were carried out in local areas under
the leadership of women.

In addition, the active struggles that women have continued
during the pandemic have achieved important victories, such as
the  legalization  of  abortion  this  year  in  Colombia  and



previously in Argentina and in some Mexican states and women
as essential workers (health workers, teachers, etc.) who have
not hesitated to engage in strikes to defend their working
conditions.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has hit women particularly
hard. Women and their children are the overwhelming majority
of the more than a million who have already fled the country
as refugees. At the same time, younger women in particular are
taking an active part in the armed and unarmed defence of
their country. Women are also playing a key role in mobilising
diaspora communities elsewhere and are prominent in the anti-
war movement in Russia.

On  this  8  March,  we  must  rescue  the  alternatives  created
during these years of deprivation, highlighting the role that
the women’s strike has played in giving visibility to social
reproduction work in this context.

We will occupy the streets, the internet networks and all the
areas where our struggles can take space. We want to live,
without machismo, without violence, with recognition of our
work and with equality!

Long  live  International  Women’s
Day!
Motion adopted by the International Committee of the Fourth
International.

5 March 2022

Reproduced  from  Fourth  International  website:
https://fourth.international/en/510/427
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No  to  Putin’s  invasion  of
Ukraine!  Support  to  the
Ukrainian  resistance!
Solidarity  with  the  Russian
opposition to the war!

Statement of the Executive Bureau
of the Fourth International
1. Before dawn on 24 February 2022 the Russian army began its
invasion of Ukraine, bombing the interior of the country and
crossing the northern, eastern and southern borders of the
country, heading for the capital Kiev. This aggression has
already resulted in many deaths, both civilian and military.
The Ukrainian army and population are defending themselves,
several  cities  are  holding  out  against  the
aggressor. Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians have gone into
exile, but the resistance continues. The Ukrainan people are
resisting, with and without arms.

The  Kremlin’s  recognition  three  days  earlier  of  the
“independence”  of  the  so-called  “people’s  republics”  of
Donetsk and Lugansk and the official entry of the Russian army
into their territory was only the prelude to the invasion
aimed at the total submission of the neighbouring country.

It  is  a  military  invasion  of  the  territory  of  a  former
oppressed nation by a capitalist oligarchic, autocratic and
imperialist regime whose aim is the reconstruction of the
Russian empire.
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2. Putin has made no secret of his Great Russian nationalism
and since 2014 he has taken concrete steps to attack Ukraine’s
sovereignty.  His  chauvinistic  pseudo-historical  narrative,
blaming the October 1917 Revolution for having constituted
“three  distinct  Slavic  peoples:  Russian,  Ukrainian  and
Belorussian, instead of the great Russian nation” is not a
recent invention.

The invasion of Ukraine follows a Great Russian chauvinist and
imperialist policy that began in different contexts and phases
since the break-up of the USSR: from the use of an “energy
war” (playing on prices and alternative pipelines), up to the
instrumentalization of national minority conflicts such as in
Moldova (with the formation of the “Republic of Transnistria”
with  the  support  of  the  Russian  army  in  1990-91)  and  in
Georgia (with the formation of the “Republic of Abkhazia” in
1992), and later the war with Georgia for control of South
Ossetia (2008); but also direct oppressive wars like the war
of occupation of Chechnya (1994-1996 and 1999-2009). Each time
it is a question of preserving the interests of the Kremlin or
seizing territory. But globally, the Putin decades (2000s)
corresponded  to  the  (re)building  of  a  strong  state
(controlling  its  oligarchs)  modernizing  its  military
apparatus, establishing a Euroasiatic economic union – with
its military dimensions. A new phase started in 2014 with the
Ukrainian crisis and the fall of Yanukovitch (described as a
“fascist  coup”  under  NATO’s  umbrella)  followed  by  the
annexation  of  Crimea  and  establishment  of  separatist
“republics”  in  Ukraine’s  Donbas  controlled  by  pro-Russian
mercenaries. The military support for Lukashenko in Belarus
against  the  popular  uprising  in  2020  and  the  military
intervention (through the OTCS – Organization of the Treaty
for Collective Security under Russian hegemony) to “normalize”
Kazakhstan in January this year made Putin feel stronger in
the context of US defeat in Afghanistan and open divisions
within NATO’s members on energy (gas pipeline) issues.



Ukraine is an independent country which has preserved a regime
of formal democracy. Russia has an authoritarian, repressive
parliamentary system with far-right members in the Duma. In
Ukraine far-right and fascist forces were very visibly present
during the Maidan protests in 2014. The Russian invasion risks
strengthening existing far right forces in both Russia and
Ukraine. Leading figures of far-right and neo-fascist forces
internationally openly support Putin.

The invasion of Ukraine is clearly aimed at imposing a puppet
regime, subservient to the Kremlin and Vladimir Putin.

 

3.  Putin’s  propaganda  tried  to  justify  the  aggression  by
saying  that  NATO’s  expansion  to  the  east  would  endanger
Russia’s  existence.  NATO  (which  we  opposed  from  its
foundation)  is  a  tool  for  US  imperialism  and  its  allies,
initially  built  against  Soviet  Union  and  Communist  China.
Logically it should have been dissolved with the dissolution
of the Warsaw Pact in July 1991, but successive US governments
have not only kept it going, but they have also continued to
expand  it.  We  reject  the  competitive  logic  of  capitalist
power-states leading to the accumulation of ever more powerful
weapons. This is what motivates the opposition to NATO of
large parts of the population in the world – and this is not
Putin’s preoccupation! However, in some countries, which had
been colonized by tsarism or subjugated by the USSR, joining
NATO was supported by their populations in the hope that it
would protect their independence. We stand instead for the
eradication  of  inequalities,  and  the  necessary  social,
environmental  and  democratic  development  as  the  means  to
defend peace.

The fight against the extension of NATO to the East passes
today through the uncompromising defence of the national and
democratic  rights  of  the  peoples  threatened  by  Russian
imperialism.



We demand the dissolution of NATO, however this is not the
question  posed  by  the  attempted  annexation  of  Ukraine  by
Russian imperialism, which denies the very existence of this
nation – Putin claims that it is a pure invention of Lenin and
the Bolsheviks. US imperialism is only taking advantage of the
headlong rush of the new Kremlin tsar.

We support the right to self-determination of the Ukrainian
people  and  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  country’s
national minorities. Neither Russia nor NATO will defend these
rights.  We  demand  the  dismantling  of  all  military  bases
outside their home countries, the liquidation of the US-led
NATO  and  the  Russian-led  CSTO.  The  threat  of  the  use  of
nuclear weapons must be firmly rejected at every level.

At a time when the absolute urgency at the global level should
be  the  fight  against  accelerated  climate  change,  the
development of military adventures and ever more sophisticated
weapons systems by the imperialists shows the need for the
peoples  to  dismiss  their  irresponsible  leaders  and  change
the  functioning  of  society:  against  the  generalized
competition that capitalism carries, let us impose the logic
of solidarity and peace!

 

4.  Whereas  in  1968,  when  Czechoslovakia  was  invaded,  the
courageous Russian opponents of the invasion were counted on
the fingers of one hand, on the same day that Ukraine was
invaded, thousands of people took to the streets of some 50
Russian cities, braving the authorities to protest against
Vladimir  Putin’s  attack  on  Ukraine.  “No  to  war!”  the
demonstrators, mostly young people, chanted in the afternoon
and  early  evening  in  the  streets  and  central  squares  of
Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk, Yekaterinburg, Krasnodar
and Murmansk.

In 2014, there was widespread support for the annexation of



Crimea  among  the  Russian  population,  today  there  is
contestation even within the establishment, this could lead to
Putin’s downfall.

One hundred and seventy Russian journalists and foreign policy
experts have written an open letter condemning the Russian
Federation’s military operation in Ukraine. “War has never
been and will never be a method of conflict resolution and
there is no justification for it,” they wrote.

Since  the  first  day  of  the  protests,  the  regime  has
made thousands of  arrests and the police has brutalized the
arrested protesters. It has also ordered the limitation of
access to social networks, accused of “violating human rights
and fundamental freedoms as well as the rights and freedoms of
Russian citizens”!

Despite the repression, an anti-war movement is continuing to
develop  in  Russia!  It  merits  the  solidarity  of  the  world
labour movement.

 

5. In the face of the war in Ukraine, it is the responsibility
of all activists in the labour and social movements, of those
who have mobilized against the war, to support the resistance
of the oppressed Ukrainian nation. To stop this war, Putin’s
regime must be sanctioned and Ukraine supported in resisting
the aggression.

•  Immediate  withdrawal  of  Russian  armed  forces  from  all
Ukrainian territory, including areas occupied since 2014.

• Solidarity and support for the armed and unarmed resistance
of the Ukrainian people. Delivery of weapons on the request of
the Ukrainian people to fight the Russian invasion of their
territory.  This  is  basic  solidarity  with  the  victims  of
aggression by a much more powerful opponent.



• Support to all forms of self-organization for mutual aid and
resistance of the Ukrainian population.

• Support for sanctions against Russia, as called for by the
Ukrainian resistance, that limit Putin’s ability to continue
the ongoing invasion and his warmongering policy in general.
Rejection of any sanctions that hit the Russian people more
than the government and its oligarchs.

• Open the borders and welcome the populations who have to
flee the war by providing the practical short and longer-term
aid necessary, especially taking into account the fact that
the vast majority are women and children.

• Cancellation of the Ukrainian debt, direct humanitarian aid
to civil, trade union and popular organizations in Ukraine!

Internationalist solidarity
We affirm our full solidarity with those who are mobilizing
against the war in Russia and those who are fighting to defend
the independence of Ukraine.

The  interests  of  the  peoples,  their  right  to  peace  and
security are not defended by US imperialism or NATO or by
Russian  and  Chinese  imperialism.  These  extremely  serious
events remind us more than ever of the need to build an
internationalist  mobilization  to  give  the  peoples  a  voice
different from that of the states, and in solidarity with the
Ukrainian people against all the policies that attack and
oppress them. Governments will not initiate this march towards
peace. We must organize it ourselves.

•  No  to  the  repression  of  the  anti-war  movement  in
Russia.  Build  active  and  visible  solidarity  with  this
movement. Call on Russian soldiers to refuse to participate in
the  invasion  and  organise  solidarity  with  them,  including
political asylum if they request it.



• Support the progressive forces fighting for democracy and
social justice in Ukraine. Build all the links possible to
develop a dialogue with them on the way forward to a just
peace.

• For international solidarity with our own social camp! Build
links between working peoples’ and popular movements fighting
for democracy and social justice in Russia, Ukraine and other
countries in the region as well as internationally.

• Only the international working class, fighting together with
all oppressed and exploited people, for peace and against
imperialism, capitalism and war, can create a better world.

1 March 2022

Republished  from
https://fourth.international/en/566/europe/426
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